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» “LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD.” 
The setting in its place of Bartholdi’s colossal 
statue completes one of the most graceful acts of 
international courtesy and symbolizes one of the 
grandest events in modern history. It cannot fail to 
strengthen the brotherhood of nations, and to be a 
conspicuous and suggestive object lesson, to our- 
selves and to the world, of the mission of these 
United States to mankind. 
| But we seize the opportunity to call attention to 
' the fact that we have had in New York for seventy 
years a still higher and nobler illustration of liberty 
enlightening the world. No mere bronze emblem, 
but a spiritual force embodied in a living organism. 
No work of art or man’s device, but the realization 


enlightenment of the world. No stark statue, whose 
rigid finger only points the way of duty, but an always 
rising and expanding agency, whose briarean arms_ 
embrace the nations with a living and loving clasp. 
No lighthouse lamp, whose circumscribed rays illumi- 
nate a little circle of land and water for voyagers 
entering our harbor from other lands, but a veritable 
sun, whose exhaustless effulgence sheds forth the 
light of life and immortality upon the remotest tribes 
that sit under the shadow of death, and upon the 
dark places of the earth which are full of the habita- 
tions of cruelty. 

__ We need hardly say that we allude to the American 
Bible Society, and challenge the literal and sober 
truth of this comparison. Pedestalled on its sub- 
stantial Bible House, it is the most striking embodi- 
ment of the Master’s ideal of his disciples, as “lights 
in the world holding forth the word of life.’”’ Its sole 
object is to hold forth the Bible, and the Bible only, 
to the sight of men, and to bring the book within the 
reach of every human being. This it does by multi- 
plying the copies indefinitely, by printing them at the 
lowest possible cost and selling them without com- 
“mercial profit, by securing translations in every 
spoken language, by grants to evangelizing workers, 
by a wide system of agencies for supplying every 
family and individual, and by a generosity which 
‘would let no soul go unprovided with the Scriptures” 
or lack of means to purchase them. We cannot con- 


of God’s thought and plan for the liberation and ° 


ceive of any mission more simple and sublime, or 
more godlike in its singleness of aim, its unselfishness 
of spirit, its individualizing and yet universal methods. 
The Bible Society does not concern itself with creeds 
or sects or interpretations, any more than one who 
throws open the windows of the morning upon a 
sick room thinks of an analysis of the sunbeams. And, 
like God himself, it causes its sun to rise upon the 
evil and the good, and means to make the gospel as 
free as the light of heaven. 

We need not spend time in showing that this Bible 
is the only true liberator, as well as enlightener, of 
the world. It is a short-sighted view of history which 
looks back to constitutions or magna chartas, or to 
the genius of the Teutonic races, as the ultimate 
fountain of English and American freedom. The 
Bible is the open secret of the fact that England and 
America represent and maintain liberty upon earth. 
It is ignorance or disregard of the Bible which keeps 
the rest of the world under oppression, or with an 
insecure and fitful hold upon free institutions. It is 
this which is the fatal key to French and Mexican and 
South American pseudo-republicanism. What was 
the real genius, if not the genesis, of the Protestant 
Revolution—that great political, as well as ecclesias- 
tical, trumpet of jubilee to the world? The Bible, 
which Luther found in the convent at Erfurt. In his 
hand this “sword of the Spirit’ fell on fettered 

-Europe, stirring in its sleep or groping in its blind- 
ness, and severed the thongs which bound the rest- . 
less but helpless giant. Our forefathers fled to this 
country as to an ark of safety, but the true ark was 
what they brought with them. Nay, the word of God 
was the very skekinah which filled with radiance and 
defense their moving tabernacle of testimony. 

It is the mission of America to enlighten the world, 
not alone with the splendid spectacle of a free and 
self-restrained people, but with the simple and essen- 
tial secret of its source and security—that he alone is 
free whom the truth makes free; and, more than all, 
with the revelation of that spiritual liberty wherewith 
Christ makes his people free. Having freely received, 
we must freely give. It is the mission of these United 
States—lying between the great world-oceans whose 
waters bring it into ferry connection with all lands— 
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to let the true light shine with a commensurate scope 
and power. And it must do this if it is to continue 
to walk in the light itself. The American Bible So- 
ciety is its lighthouse for the world, and it is the 
American people, rather than the Managers and Sec- 
retaries, who are the real lighthouse keepers. 

Do we realize this—our national, our individual 
responsibility for the maintenance and extension of 
this great world-agency of light and life and liberty? 
Are there no indications that we are disposed to rest 
content, if not with past achievements, at least with 
arate of progress which is not proportionate to the 
opening opportunities and the perishing cry of a 
shipwrecked world? 

We by no means disparage what has already been 
accomplished. We do not forget the forty-seven 
million copies of the word which the Society has 
issued, nor the numerous languages and dialects in 
which the book has appeared. We gratefully ac- 
knowledge the millions of money which have been 
poured into its treasury. We bless God for the 
repeated privilege of supplying the homes of this 
broad land with the lamp of life. We rejoice in the 
successful work of the past year, as of every year of 
the threescore and ten. Each Bible is a new ray of 
light, perhaps a sunburst, cast upon a dark world. 
Each new version has-been another burner fixed in 
our lighthouse lamp, till already a bright circle of 
cressets enlightens the world. What a sublime thing 
to take a crude, unluminous, and unlovely language 
and transform it into the very light of God! Each 
missionary ship that leaves our harbor carries light 
from this central Bible fountain. The missionary is 
a poor dark lantern, with a very narrow slide, till the 
Bible Society has put into his hand the printed page. 
He may by God’s grace win souls by the scattered 
rays of his preaching, but his work is not fairly begun 
till this Society has enabled him to sow the land with 
light. 

We are far from losing sight of all this. But we 
cannot overlook the fact also, that the receipts of the 
Society were $64,000 less last year than the year 
before, and $82,500 less than five years ago. 

Suppose that, after accepting the Bartholdi statue, 
we had spared the requisite expenditure for setting 
it up on the most secure foundation, or lifting it to 
its highest elevation; and now that we have erected 
it, suppose that we annals prove remiss or niggardly 
in keeping the lighthouse in its most efficient state 
by providing adequately for its custody and its sup- 
plies, and, so far as may be possible, its increase of 
illuminating power--how much more a sin and a 
shame will it be to us, as well as disastrous to the 
world, if we provide not for the swiftly enlarging uses 
and opportunities of our great Bible light? And yet 
are we not in danger, amid the multiplicity of other 

things, of taking for granted that the Bible Society 
will somehow provide for itself, or at least do very 
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well without widening its circle of light, or extending 
the projection of its rays in proportion to the call 
of Providence, the world’s need, and the church’s 
growth ? 

If so, this is a suggestive moment to constitute 
ourselves a Christian mwezzin, and to call down from 
our tower to the sleeping church, ‘‘Up with your 
hearts!” We would sound the silver trumpet for a 
new advance all along the line, that our liberty may 
indeed enlighten the world; for no less an area 
of illumination will ‘satisfy Him who has bidden us 
go into all the world and carry the gospel to every 
creature. 


- 


THE LANGUAGES OF ASIA MINOR, AND 
THEIR STUDY AS RELATED TO 
MISSIONARY WORK. 

[By Prof. Edward Riggs, D, D., in the Presbyterian Review. J 
Continued from page 131. 

THE ARMENIAN LANGUAGE. 


The Armenian language is a full-blooded member 
of the so-called Indo-Germanic stock, and so is 
directly related to our Western languages. This is 
illustrated in multitudes of roots traceable in these or 
in the Sanscrit. A single example will show to Latin 
scholars that they are in a more nearly kindred 
atmosphere than in the Turkish. The present tense 
of the verb to give runs thus : Dam—das—da—damk 
—dak—dan (the a pronounced long, as in father). 
Disguised, however, by an unfamiliar pronunciation, 
and being really very few as compared with the bulk 
of the language, these points of similarity will give 
but little aid to the ordinary student. The affinities 
of the Armenian are much more palpable on the side 
of the Persian language, where many words are found 


identical, though the spirit of the two differs widely. _ 


In the early centuries of the Christian era the 
Armenian was written with the Greek and also with 
the Syriac characters; but both of these proving 
inadequate for the purpose, a special alphabet, con- 
taining thirty-eight letters, was devised by an Ar- 
menian scholar, Mesrob, at the very beginning of 
the fifth century. This proved a success, and an 
Armenian literature sprang into being, beginning 


with a very good translation of the entire Bible. 


During the latter half of the sixteenth century an 
Armenian printing-press was established in Rome, 
and early in the eighteenth century the Mekhitarists, 
a papal order of Armenian monks, founded a monas- 
tery on the island of S. Lazarus in Venice, which has 
ever since been the chief source of scholarly works in 
that language. 

Subjection to the Turks during the past five hun- 
dred years, and other political and social vicissitudes, 
have resulted in very great changes in the character 
and structure of the language, so that the uncultivated 


are now unable to understand the classic style. The — 2. 


syntax has been impregnated with much of the ‘spirit — 
of the Turkish, so that the order of words in the 
present spoken language is close to that in Turkish, 
whereas the ancient Armenian, in its order of words, 


use of prepositions, etc., bears a striking eramileoisy tag 
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European tongues, and perhaps especially to the 
English. 

The Armenian language in its pronunciation is 
rather rough to those unaccustomed to it, whereas 
its very deepest gutturals are considered by native 
scholars as among the rare beauties of their tongue. 
There are some very striking peculiarities in their 
system of transliteration of proper names, as those, 
for example, in Scripture. One is the existence of 
two letters R to represent that letter with the rough 
and smooth breathing in Greek, and they mark the 
difference till the present time, pronouncing the 
former with a roll to the tongue; and the latter like 
our Ordinary R, thus preserving a characteristic which 
the Greeks themselves have just about lost. 

Another point is the substitution of a deep guttural, 
corresponding to the Arabic ghain, in place of the 
liquid 1. This tends very much to disguise the sound 
of very familiar-sounding proper names. And yet it 
should not surprise any one familiar with the South 
German substitution of the same guttural for the 
kindred liquid R. 

One other point may be mentioned—the intersub- 
stitution of the kindred mutes, b for p, and p for b; 
t for d, and the reverse. These changes in Greek 
and Latin names take place with something of the 
perversity of the cockney’s faitches. Thus Petros 
becomes Bedros, while Beelzebul takes the eupho- 
nious form of Peyeghsepoogh ! 

In the ordinary spoken language of the uneducated 
people large numbers of Turkish words, for the most 
familiar articles and actions, have crept in and to 
a great extent displaced the original Armenian. 
Against this there is among the educated a very 
persistent effort, and they have abundant resources 
in their classical language, and the language has 
great flexibility by which new compounds aré well 
formed out of old elements. The language as actually 
in use is thus constantly increasing in volume and 
purity, and promises well for the future. 


THE GREEK LANGUAGE. 


The modern Greek is a much abused and too 
much neglected language. There is among otherwise 
very intelligent people a prevalent notion that modern 
Greek is a vulgar patois, composed of about equal 
parts of corrupt Greek, poor Turkish, and worse 
Italian. That such a lingo is to be found in some of 
the ports of the 7ZEgean Sea is not to be denied. But 
to make this a standard of modern Greek is not more 
just or accurate than to set up as a standard of 
modern English the Yorkshire dialect, or Billingsgate 
slang, or New Orleans negro talk ! 

It is time our scholars should know that modern 
Greek is etymologically just as pure and true to the 
ancient principles as was the Attic of Xenophon. 
The change has been in some of the forms of words, 
and in the syntax, which has approached much nearer 
than the ancient to the other modern European 
languages. And the degree of this change is apt to 
be very much overestimated. This, perhaps, espe- 
cially in the matter of pronunciation, where the 
modern Greeks have decidedly the best of the 


argument. Were Plato or Thucydides to-day to 


walk unexpectedly into an Athens reading-room, he 
would read all the papers with ease, and understand 
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almost every word, and would very readily make 
himself understood to the modern inhabitants. This 
cultured language is used by the Greeks in all the 
Seaport towns on the Aigean coast of Asia Minor, 
and to some extent on that of the Black Sea. But in 
Northern Asia Minor, in the region of Trebizond and 
the other seaports, and further interior among the 
Anti-Taurus Mountains, there exist a large number 
of dialects, which would exemplify almost every 
shade of form given in the foot-notes and among the 
exceptions in the Greek grammars we used to groan 
over. These differ so much from one another that it 
is sometimes difficult for members of their respective 
tribes to. understand one another, and yet they all 
contain such striking archaisms as would make a 
modern Athenian think he had got away past the 
golden age into the very antiquity of old Homer 
himself. These are being carefully studied and 
collated by able Greek scholars in order to their 
preservation, for, on the other hand, these rustics 
consider these peculiarities as barbarisms, and are 
making strenuous efforts, by means of schools, read- 
ing-rooms, etc., to train themselves and their children 
to the use of the more cultured Attic Greek as spoken 
in Constantinople and Athens. 


MINOR LANGUAGES, 


In the foregoing remarks about the languages of 
Asia Minor no mention has been made of the Koord- 
ish, the Circassian, or the Georgian, because, although 
they are spoken by large communities in various parts 
of the country, yet the peoples who use them have 
thus far remained almost wholly beyond the range of 
missionary influence and effort. They are interesting 
and vigorous languages, with not much of native 
cultivation, but certainly with capacities for Christian 
development. 


' RELATION OF LANGUAGE TO MISSIONARY WORK. 


The missionaries are brought to the study of the 
native languages in three departments of work, which 
are in themselves quite distinct, and yet practically 
largely interwoven and interdependent—namely, first, 
the translation of the Scriptures and preparation of a 
Christian literature by means of printed books and 
newspapers ; secondly, direct preaching of the gospel 


_and contact with individuals in the effort to lead them 


to right views; and, thirdly, in the educational work, 
training up a native ministry, and laying the founda- 
tions for that general intelligence and desire for 
learning which is a necessary element in the reforma- 
tory work among any people. _ a 

In all these departments the hardest part of the 
work as regards language has been gone through. 
At first much of the work had to be done, as it were, 
in the dark. With few aids in the way of grammars 
and dictionaries, often with mistaken selection of 
guides and helpers, sometimes with a total, but per- 
haps unconscious lack on the part of the missionary 
of any faculty for special linguistic study, doubtless 
many mistakes were made, and they are not all 
remedied yet; but the circumstances now, after an 
experience of over fifty years, are more favorable, 
and progress is more satisfactory. Apparatus in the 
form of grammars and lexicons has developed rapidly, 
educated native instructors are available, and long- 
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continued intercourse with the people enables some 
of the older missionaries to speak with authority on 
many important points. 


BIBLE TRANSLATION. 


Of all departments of work, that of translating the 
Scriptures has demanded and received the choicest 
and most strenuous efforts. Time and pains have not 
been spared to secure accuracy of interpretation and 
idiomatic purity of style. For the former the ripe 
scholarship of some of the missionaries has found full 
scope and useful employ, while the final responsibility 
in regard to style and choice of words for the expres- 
sion has always necessarily been shared at least with 
competent native scholars. 

In many of these translations, so accurate was the 
interpretation and so advanced the scholarship that 
their readers were already familiar with a vast majority 
of the important points brought for the first time to 
the notice of ordinary English readers by the late 
Revision. The remark was actually made bya person 
who had long been familiar with the Bible as trans- 
lated into Armenian, when he first examined the 
Revised English Bible: “This is nothing new; we 
have been reading the Revised Bible for years!” 

In some cases the translators found valuable aid in 
excellent existing translations in the ancient lan- 
guages of the people, as in the version above men- 
tioned; but here again the greatest caution was 
necessarily observed, from the fact that the slightest 
departure from the sense of the revered ancient 
version was at once pounced upon with severest 
criticism by native scholars. In other languages, as 
in the Turkish, a serious difficulty was found in the 
fact that the language had never been used to any 
extent for the expression of Christian religious 
thought. It was lacking in a large vocabulary of 
much-needed words, and the language had, as it 
were, to be converted before it could be expected to 
preach the gospel. Fortunately in this case the great 
storehouse of the Arabic was close at hand and quite 
available, and the debt of the Turkish to that rich and 
classic tongue was at once augmented. Still it 
required long years of study and many repeated 
efforts to remove serious errors and produce a really 
satisfactory version—as, for example, where the idea 
of righteousness was to be set forth, the word for 
uprightness was used in all editions for years! Some 
misapprehensions are caused by an actual misuse of 
terms on the part of the people, and in these cases 
the error can only be eradicated by a long process of 
education, For example, the term Holy Spirit among 
the Mohammedans means nothing but the Angel 
Gabriel! And it is well-nigh a hopeless task to get 
a Turk to understand how it can be other than 
blasphemous to apply divine attributes to that being. 

It is an interesting fact that, as Luther’s translation 
fixed the German language, and our own version of 
1611 did much to arrest the shifting tendency of the 
English language and create a standard, so some of 
the translations of the Scriptures made by missionaries 
have been already noted as making epochs in the 
languages concerned. This is perhaps most notice- 
able in the case of the Bulgarian, where two rival 
dialects were struggling for the ascendency, and the 
translators of the Bible undertook the very delicate - 
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task of reconciling them; and they attained a re- 
markable degree of success. 


PREACHING. 


In the department of direct evangelistic work— 
preaching and mingling with individuals—such a high 
standard of critical scholarship in the native languages 
is generally supposed to be not so important as in 
literary work; and accordingly we find some mission- 
aries much more anxious to gain facility of expression 
than to secure accuracy of diction, while some make 
the mistake of fearing to appear scholarly, lest they 
should fail to be intelligible to the common people. 
Undoubtedly it should be the first object of a speaker 
to make himself understood, but truly scholarly habits 
will never interfere with this. The great difficulty is 
to acquire an intelligent and discriminating use of the 
peculiar idioms of the language, and despite all efforts 
it will not be uncommon to hear such slips as the 
Englishman made in preaching in French, when he 
used the phrase eau de vie instead of eau de la vie! 
It is not easy for any one who has never tried it to 
realize the extreme difficulty of fully mastering even 
one foreign language after arriving at mature age. 
Nothing can take the place of the impressions so 
easily and indelibly imprinted on the plastic mind of 
youth. Many missionaries read but imperfectly in 
the native language after years of use of it in speech ; 
and comparatively few undertake to write it at all, 
the majority using an amanuensis to save both time 
and labor. Studious habits, however, and long 
endeavor both in the study and among the people, 
will produce fine results; and among the mission- 
aries are not only acceptable preachers, critical 
scholars, and ready conversationalists, but also some 
who can write pleasing and valuable hymns in the 
languages they have acquired; and this is, perhaps, 
as high a test of attainment in a foreign tongue as can 
be applied. 

EDUCATION. a 

In the educational work a new set of circumstances, 
with new demands and corresponding difficulties, 
had to be met. At the beginning an almost total 
lack of text-books, suitable to the new requirements 
of the case, made progress slow and painful. Strong 
prejudice against the best methods had to be com- 
bated. Habits of studious application had to be 
patiently inculcated ; and the missionary, while yet 
very imperfect in his knowledge of the languages of 
the country, was obliged to assume responsibilities 
and labors for which he had little time and less 
natural inclination. Yet gradually these difficulties 
have been overcome, till now in Asia Minor there 
exists among the evangelical Christians an educa- 
tional system which grew up under the hand of the 
missionaries, and in which they are still active, but in 
which native scholars have come to take prominent 
and efficient part. Aside from the theological sem- 
inaries on the one hand, and the elementary schools 
on the other, and serving as a sort of link between 
them, are ¢hree full-fledged colleges, which are the 
outgrowth of these missionaries’ efforts. And the 
differences among them in the matter of language 
will illustrate the variety of circumstances by which 
such institutions are molded, Robert College in 
Constantinople expected from the beginning to draw 
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its pupils largely from the polyglot inhabitants of that 
great city, and hence its founders wisely decided to 
adopt the English as the language of the institution, 
and have the entire scientific course in that language, 
while other languages should be taught as individual 
studies. Not less than seventeen different national- 
ities are reported as represented in that institution 
at once, speaking nearly as many entirely distinct 
languages. But all is unified, and they receive—what 
would be impossible in the use of any other language 
or languages—a thoroughly English, or rather Amer- 
ican training, not only in specific studies but in the 
whole make-up of character and education. 

In the Central Turkey College, at Aintab, in South- 
eastern Asia Minor, the circumstances were very 
different, and consequently different methods were 
demanded. Though surrounded by Greeks, Arme- 
nians, Turks, and others, the founders of the college 
observed that only one language—the Turkish—was 
in general use by a vast majority of the population. 
So there was no possibility of question as regards the 
common language of the institution. Public exer- 
cises, instruction, faculty meetings, rhetorical exer- 
cises, conversation, nearly all were inevitably in the 
Turkish. While no struggle against this was at once 
begun, a steady and determined effort was made from 
the beginning to introduce the English language in 
such a thorough and attractive way as to make it 
very soon the classical and choice language of the 
college, and it became a prime necessity for every 
student to give his best endeavor toward the mastery 
of this language. This was not merely for its general 
value or as an ornamental accomplishment, but 
because the text-books used in many of the scientific 
and other studies were in English. No language has 
such a wealth of simple and useful elementary works 
on every variety of topic, and none opens the doors 

for the student to such unto!d riches in every valuable 
branch of literature. Graduates of this college can 
now read and write our difficult language with a 
commendable degree of facility, and many of them 
also converse in it freely. 

In Armenia College, at Harpoot, near the Euphrates, 
a similar effort is being made with similar results, 
though under somewhat different circumstances. The 

. prevalent domestic language among the constituency 
_ of the institution, instead of being T urkish, is Arme- 
nian. Hence that was from the start the general 
language of instruction and conversation. But, as in 
. Aintab, text-books in English are used, and much 
care is taken in the drill of the pupils in that tongue. 

In the town of Marsovan, near Amasia, in Western 
Pontus, there is a high school, which in course of 
study and number of pupils stands but little behind 

some of the colleges above mentioned, though it has 
not yet formally assumed the title of college, and has 
just begun to ask for an endowment. As the location 
_of this institution is central as regards the other three 
mentioned, and is destined to serve a territory which 
no one of them can reach, so as regards language it 
holds a middle position. Turkish, Armenian, and 
Greek are very generally spoken in that region, while 
English is the language of the founders of the institu- 
tion and of the text-books used. Hence these four 
languages are constantly in use. The visitor goes 
into one room and finds an Armenian - professor 
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teaching in his own language, in an adjoining room 
a Greek professor doing likewise, while in others 
Turkish and English are going on at the same time. 
But all the sciences are taught in English, and that is 
the official and general language of the institution, in 
the united exercises, faculty meetings, etc., even to a 
greater degree than in the colleges farther east. 

For a number of years past this process has been 
gradually going on, of introducing the English lan- 
guage, with its pure, strong, and ennobling literature, 
alongside of simple, spiritual Christianity, among a 
people just waking up out of medizvalism; and the 
result is candidly noted by an impartial witness who 
was seeking for something in quite a different line. 
Dr. W. Hayes Ward, in a communication to the 
Independent, published in February last, testifies to 
the frequency with which English is met throughout 
the interior of Asiatic Turkey, and shows that it is 
not through #ritish influence, but is the work of the 
American missionaries. 

The English language is destined to take a high 
place among the languages instrumental in the future 
development of Asia Minor, and all will rejoice in 
this who appreciate and value human progress. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


‘BRAZIL.—Mr. Brown writes : 

Complaints are continually made of the scarcity of 
money. Ido not understand why there should not be 
as much money in the country now as ever, but Iam 
sure that the great cause of the prevailing poverty is 
the infatuation of the people for lotteries. No less 
than nine hundred and fifty drawings for lotteries were 
sanctioned by the provincial government in Bahia last 
year; and yet the authorities of towns and cities make 
an outcry against the colporteurs, saying they are 
trying to rob the people and corrupt their morals by 
false books ! 

Thirty Catholic priests in Paran4 have attached 
their names to a public protest against the heresies of 
the Protestant teachers. 

From Minas-Geraes I hear that many of the Bibles 
sold last year by Joaquim and Almeida have been 
destroyed, the priests going to the houses and de- 
manding the books to burn them. 


Mextco.—Mr. Hamilton writes : ; 

Mr. Greenman, Mr. Hyde, and their native preacher 
Velasco, while attempting to hold services in Panotta, 
were surrounded by a mob, driven into their meeting- 
house, and kept there for two hours. The mob tried 
to break down the door, but help arrived and no one 
was hurt. Later several Protestants were sent to 
prison because their mere presence in the town pro- 
yoked the mob. 

The relations between the United States and Mex- 
ico make our situation here very unpleasant. All the 
worst things said in the States are published in Mexico, 
and the people believe them. — 

The Jesuits are building a new church in front of 
Dr. Riley’s, the corner-stone of which was laid on the 
2d of August, under the patronage of the wife of 
President Diaz. 
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Japan.—Mr. Loomis, writing from Yokohama, Aug- 
ust 11th, speaks of the cholera spreading more and 
more throughout the country, upward of a thousand 
deaths having been reported in Yokohama alone. 
The heat has been greater than usual, and all who 
can are fleeing to the country. The Bible distribution 
is not as much affected by this as lines of ordinary 
trade, but of course the amount of sales is somewhat 
reduced. 

The report from Corea is that in several places the 
people are secretly studying the Scriptures, and that 
one person of more than ordinary rank and intelli- 
gence has offered himself as a candidate for baptism. 

Curna.—Dr. Gulick reports the safe arrival of Mr. 
Copp at Ichang (the head of steamboat navigation on 
the Yangtze) on the 3d of August, and gives some 
particulars of the riot at Chungking, in which he lost 
all his household goods. Chungking is in the remote 
province of Sze-chuen, and has been occupied as a 
missionary station for some years. Early in July last 
an outbreak occurred, due probably to a hatred of 
foreigners, in which the Mission premises of the Meth- 
odists, the China Inland Mission, the Roman Catho- 
lics’, the British consul’s residence, and the hired 
house of Mr. Copp, some three miles out from the 
city, were looted and destroyed. The British consul 
was seriously wounded, but apparently no other for- 
eigners. When the riot broke out Mr. Copp, who is 
a British subject, was absent from home in the service 
of the American Bible Society, on a Bible tour toward 
the confines of Thibet, his house being the first one 
attacked. Twenty-five or thirty men surrounded the 

house and robbed it, but inflicted no bodily harm on 
the occupants. Messengers. were sent after Mr. Copp, 
but did not easily overtake him. Before his return 
the missionaries, together with Mrs. Copp and her 
children, had left Chungking and gone down the river 
to Ichang, where Mr. Copp found them two weeks later. 


a 


FROM DR. ISAAC G. BLISS. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, Aug. 28, 1886. 

I cull a few items from the reports and letters of 
colporteurs, in which you will be interested : 

From the account of one brother it appears that he 
visited twenty-one towns in ancient Mysia in the space 
of four months, giving on an average a week to each 
place, and selling 259 copies of the word of God. His 
experience was evidently very varied; sometimes 
opposition and violent exhibition of hatred met him, 
while elsewhere all classes showed interest in his 
work of Scripture distribution. He was rejoiced to 
find in one place that twenty to thirty persons were in 
the habit of meeting together on the Sabbath for 
prayer and the study of the word. These brethren 
were glad to get his books, but their great outcry 
was for a preacher, to guide them into wider fields of 
truth and Christian experience. 

Another colporteur writes from Northern Syria that, 
upon the top of a high mountain, three hours from the 
sea, he found a village, the entire population of which 
had become Protestant through the study of the word 
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of God. On the Sabbath men, women, and children 
gather at the sound of the bell in their place of wor- 
ship, and keep the hours of the morning and of the 
evening holy unto the Lord. This brother found 
many of these people earnest, faithful, devout disci- 
ples of the word. He visited many places in that 
region, and reports not large but fair sales of the 
Scriptures. alt 

One of our men has been for aifew weeks visiting 
the towns on the northwestern shore of the Marmora, 
in the vicinity of Rodosto. In almost every place he 
found the priests violently opposed to him and his 
work. The people, however, befriended him and 
bought many books, A priest from one of the Prince’s 
Islands, near Constantinople, being then at one place 
on a visit, was greatly angered by the success of the 
colporteur, and so frightened those who had pur- 
chased copies of the Scriptures that they were con- 
strained to return the books to the bookseller and so 
keep the peace in their families. The teacher of the 
school became his friend and showed him much kind- 
ness, but a storm of persecution, violent and dark, 
came surging down upon him, so that he was obliged 
to keep aloof from the bookseller in order to retain 
his position as teacher. 

These items indicate the experience which nearly 
all our colporteurs meet with in all parts of the land. 
Very irying to mind and body is the work in which 
they are engaged. They should have a daily remem- 
brance at the throne of grace from those who love the 
word and desire its introduction into the towns and 
cities of this land. Yours truly, I. G._BuIss: 


SOUTH. AMERICA. 


The southern half of the New World, which five 
hundred years ago began to attract the attention of 
European nations, is worthy of attentive considera- 
tion from all who desire to promote the welfare of 


mankind and the knowledge of salvation through the - 


circulation of the Holy Bible. Its population of 
16,000,000 people need the light and help and comfort 
which the word of God can give. The prevailing 


languages are the Spanish and Portuguese, in each - 


of which versions of the Scriptures have long been 
accessible, made both from the original and from 
the Vulgate; but the chief hindrances to the wider 
circulation of the Scriptures are to be found, first, in 
the illiteracy and indifference of the people in respect 


to a book of which they know nothing, and, secondly, ~ 


in the positive opposition of ecclesiastics who resort 
to every means in their power to weaken the authority 
of the Bible and to prevent its distribution. 

The outline map of the continent inserted in this 
number of the Record serves as a reminder of what 
has been done for fifty years and more, and of what 
remains to be done for the evangelization of South 
America. At a few points Protestant missions have 


been established, and along with them churches, 


schools, and a Christian literature find a home. The 
value even of a little leaven is by no means to be 


underrated; but the results thus far are far less than 


our desires. 


~. 
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During its last fiscal year the American Bible So- 
ciety sent to South America 28,170 volumes ; 
10,647, Or somewhat more than one-third, went to 
Brazil; 9,229 to the Argentine Republic, 4,034 to 
Peru, and 4,260 to Venezuela and the United States 
of Colombia. 
year it sent 
the republic 
of Chili. The 


of these, 


80 Longitude West 


In like manner, during the preceding 
33,758 volumes, of which 3,592 went to 


60 


BrsLE Society Recorp. 


151 


denied, with an intimation that permission could be 
obtained to re-ship the whole consignment to Co- 
lombia! This did not accord with his purpose, 
and he replied that he was not asking for advice 
what to do with the books but for an answer to 
his petition. Of his further proceedings Mr. Milne 
writes : 

“Once well 
supplied with 


from Greenwich 50 


70 
clan ranea rls SEA 


aoe? 9, Maracaibo va 
es <i? 


oF 6 


yeh tl 
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the British 
and Foreign 
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the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, Mr. Milne landed at a Guayra, the 
seaport of Caracas, in Venezuela, on the 17th of Jan- 
uary last, and spent two months in that vicinity, during 


which time their sales of Scriptures amounted to 1,899 


copies. He had hoped 1 to secure an exemption from 
the import duties on the books which he found at 


La Guayra, but after repeated delays his petition was 


‘ 


Re 


books we set 
to work and 
continued our 
canvass of the 


great scarcity 
of money that prevailed in 1 consequence of the de- 
struction of the crops by the locusts. Bibles appear 
to have been offered for sale some years ago, and the 
clergy were successful in exciting a prejudice which 
still remains, and operated against us. A bookseller 
told us that he kept Protestant Bibles for a long time, 
and finding no demand he sold them at a low price 
to some missionaries who came to Caracas some 
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years ago and held meetings in the theatre. They 
were said to be three in number—one American, one 
German, and one Italian—but they seemed not to 
have much command of the language. I could not 
find out their names. We heard also of the agent of 
some American house who had canvassed the prin- 
cipal towns and cities with an illustrated edition of 
Amat’s Spanish Bible with notes, of which a good 
many had been sold at twenty dollars each. With the 
exception of a copy of Scio’s version with the Apoc- 
rypha [London, 1823], all the Bibles without notes 
shown me were of our (Valera’s) version. 

“There appear to be a good many spiritualists in 
Caracas and other parts of Venezuela, and they are 
bitterly opposed to Romanism. They would very 
gladly have patronized us and represented us as of 
their party, but we were careful not to allow ourselves 
to be regarded as holding their views.” 

From La Guayra Mr. Milne went along the coast 
to Puerto Cabello, and while waiting there for a 
steamer he made an inland trip to Valencia, where 
several days were spent and sales were readily effected. 
From this point he sent a colporteur back to Caracas, 
overland some sixty miles, with instructions to visit 
the principal towns along the road. Mr. Milne and 
Sefior Penzotti then proceeded by way of Curacoa to 
Maracaibo, where they met with considerable oppo- 
sition and threats of violence. From there they went 
to Baranquilla, where it was arranged that Sefior 
Penzotti should visit the Isthmus of Panama with all 
the books that could be spared. His sale of 1,308 
volumes during his month’s absence has already been 
mentioned in the Record. 

While waiting to have his own stock replenished 
Mr. Milne rendered very acceptable service in con- 
nection with Mr. Erwin’s school at Baranquilla, and 
on the receipt of a new consignment of Bibles he pro- 
ceeded to offer them for sale. In six working-days 
there were sold 67 Bibles, 62 Testaments, and 217 
Portions, for $135 80 in Colombian paper money. 
Passing up the river Magdalena they had one day at 
Magangué, where the sales amounted to 99 volumes, 
for $56 80. 


Mr. Milne says : 


‘““As one of the results of the revolution through 
_which Colombia has just passed, extreme poverty 
prevails among the working classes; another result 
is the depreciation of the currency, gold now being 
at 150 for paper and 142 for silver, while a still baser 
coin is being sent out. If, instead of a fourth part, 
double the number of Portions ordered had been sent, 
I believe we could easily have disposed of them all, 
if well assorted. Many persons, who would gladly 
have bought a Bible or New Testament if they had 
had the means, were obliged to content themselves 
with a Portion, and of these a good number had to 
borrow the money: ten cents to them, but to us only 
six and a half.” 


Leaving Baranquilla July 2d, they reached Honda, 
by steamer, on the 14th. Then a ride of three days 
and a half by mule and half a day by coach brought 
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them to Bogot4. The sales on the way, in addition 
to those at Magangué, were 105 volumes, for $114 14. 

The sudden change from extreme heat to cold, 
together with three days’ “riding over roads all but 
impassable,” brought on an attack of illness, but after 
two days of rest Mr. Milne was quite well again. At 
Bogota eighty-six Bibles and seventy-one Testaments 
were sold—rather a meagre showing, as Mr. Milne 
suggests, for a city of 84,000 inhabitants ; but a good 
beginning, if the example set shall be followed up. 
A young man was put in training, to work in future 
under Mr. Caldwell’s superintendence. 

Mr. Milne says: e 

“T hope to give you a fuller statement of my opinion 
respecting Colombia as a field for Bible work when I 
have seen some more of it. Thus far it seems to me 
that the chief obstacles to contend with are of a geo- 
graphical nature. As for the city of Bogota, I have 
not in my whole experience of more than twenty 
years visited any place where more abundant results 
may be expected. On the part of Mr. and Mrs. Cald- 
well, as also all the friends of the church, the greatest 
kindness was shown us and a deep interest was taken 
in our work. I have no doubt that they will follow 
us with their prayers and obtain rich blessings for 
us.” 

Mr. Milne and his companions left Bogoté on the 
12th of July,-passing through La Mesa, where they 
spent two or three days and sold twenty-eight vol- 
umes. On arriving at Tocaima they found that a 
recent railway accident had disabled the only engines 
owned by the company, and that all traffic on the 
road would be interrupted for some weeks; but the 
manager kindly offered them a passage by hand-car 
to Jerardot, their luggage being sent by mules. 
On the 24th of July they were at Honda, preparing 


for their journey to the Pacific, but without having ~ 


decided what route to take, or being able to say at 
what point they would enter Ecuador. Mr. Milne 
had already begun to feel symptoms of fever, and this 


hastened their departure to a more healthy atmos- — 


phere. The journey from Honda to Manizales took 
six days by mule, over the worst-road Mr. Milne had 
ever seen. At one place he was four hours in going 
a single league, while the muleteers with the books 
and baggage were an hour longer. Nearly all the 
way he was far from well, and on reaching Manizales 
he was confined to his bed under medical care for 
ten days: ee 

“Manizales is a town of some 10,000 inhabitants, 
and is one of the most flourishing in the State of 
Antioquia. Being a new town it has but one church, 
but the parish priest has complete control over the 
minds of the people and but little could be done in 
the face-of his opposition. As soon as the doctor 


i 


thought it safe for me to resume the journey we 


started for Cartago, a journey of two days, passing 
through San Francisco, Pereira, and Santa Rosa. 


Two of these places we canvassed, and sold some __ 


books, notwithstanding the people had been warned. 


by the priest the previous Sunday not to buy our — 


: 
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books. At Cartago, a town of some 7,000 inhabitants, 
founded in 1540, there are several churches, in each 
of which due warning had been given. Sefior Pen- 
zotti sold six Bibles and twenty-eight Testaments. I 
made an attempt, but after selling five Testaments I 
had to give up and lie down. From Cartago we came 
to Buga, where we encountered the same opposition, 
but managed to sell fifty-one volumes; from Buga to 
Palmira, where we sold forty-six volumes, and from 
Palmira to Cali, where we are now, August 27th, three 
days’ ride from Buenaventura, where we expect to 
embark for Guayaquil. Our sales since leaving Bo- 
gota are 170 Bibles, 379 Testaments, and 18 Portions: 
567 volumes, for $341 30 currency.” 

Through this long, wearisome journey Mr. Milne 
and Sefior Penzotti have had special reason for thank- 
fulness that no evil has befallen them. That the fruits 
of their journey will be commensurate with its cost is 
the prayer of all who have followed their steps with 
interest. They have gone as heralds of the Master’s 
kingdom, leaving among men the book whose blessed 
words are full of instruction and comfort. ‘‘ How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth 
salvation!” 


a 


A SECOND VISIT TO NANKING. 
BY THOMAS PROTHEROE. 


The house-to-house canvass, in the narrow yet 
crowded streets of a Chinese city, is often trying. The 
colporteur has always a smaller or larger crowd which 
embarrasses him; and it is owing to the presence of 
the crowd, rather than anything else, that the _street- 
keeper desires to rid himself of the obnoxious pres- 
ence of the Scripture vender. 

The methods adopted to remove the foreigner are 
various: sometimes the constable will tell you the 
storekeepers are too busy to look at your books; 
or, he will endeavor to prove that the people in his 
district are too ignorant to read, and too poor to buy 
such ‘‘ good books” as we have to dispose of. Should 
such logic be unavailing, our friend will then seek to 
disperse the crowd by crying, ‘‘Come, come, come, 


and see one real living foreign devil, who will give~ 


you medicine which will make you enter his religious 
society, and will then pluck out your eyes to make 
medicine of them;” or, as is more often the case, he 
will shout out, “Beware of the grabber ”—z. e., the 
man with eight hands, a common description of a 
thief. A few words of remonstrance will stop the 
abuse, and we ourselves sometimes warn the people 
to beware of pickpockets. ; 

In our canvass, stores, opium-dens, tea-shops, and 
pawn-shops must all be entered, and Scriptures 
offered to those:who are there. Sometimes much 
success cheers the colporteur; at other times, ob- 
stacles are put in his way; abuse is distributed most 
freely; and occasionally, a much prejudiced China- 
man may put you into the streets. About a year 
since, while in Nanking, a Mohammedan used some 
force, and rather than withstand him I yielded. Upon 
this occasion, the same man was determined again to 
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remove me from that part of the street. Seeing no 
need for such opposition, I reminded him of a similar 
act the previous year, and told him I was going to 
stand there and offer my books till he left off his 
abuse and went about his own business quietly. It 
took an hour or more before I was left master of 
the situation; but during the fortnight I was can- 
vassing there my friend did not molest me again. 
This fourteen days or so was spent in the south- 
western part of Nanking. It being the autumn, many 
people from Shantung and the more northern part of 
Kiangsu were here, disposing of rice, fruit, yams, and 
fuel. These strangers, as well as the townspeople, 
villagers, and soldiers, bought readily from me. Some 
purchased several sets of the Gospels and Acts, say- 
ing they were going to take them home and distribute 
them among their friends. Several days were spent 
near the celebrated ‘‘ Kiang Nan Arsenal.” I took 
my stand among the operatives as they were going 
to and from their noonday meal. It was truly grati- 
fying to see many of these purchase several copies of 
Scriptures. 

Nanking being the southern capital of China, is 
always full of the more wealthy class of people. To 
satisfy the taste of these visitors, some enterprising 
Chinese have instituted theatres, and have imported 
some of the wonders of the age from Shanghai. These 
are to be found, most of them in the large space in 
front of the examination halls mentioned in my last. 
I spent part of several days outside the theatres, but 
sold very few books. I left the theatres for the crowds 
of people who the whole day long were looking at 
the celebrated “speaking head,” “snake charmer,” 
““performing bear,” “‘ fire eater,” and ““dancing dogs.” 
Here till late in the day, standing sometimes on a 
stone or the trunk of a tree, or moving in and out 
among the people, rich, poor, young, and old, I 
offered my books for sale. Having had good success 
here, I then canvassed the busy streets adjoining with 
like success. In all places that I canvassed I had 
many opportunities of explaining the Scriptures dis- 
tributed. 

A work more novel than the canvass was among 
the competitors for military honors. I spent nearly a 
fortnight among the several thousands who were in 
this city for the first time. They were assembled 
near the residence of the governor-general, which 
is situated in the northern part of this vast city. These 
men, owing to their never having studied the classics, 
are free from the prejudice of the literary man. 
Curiosity being aroused, they will at once enter into 
conversation with a foreigner who speaks their lan- 
guage. Having travelled in their various districts, I 
was able to tell most of them the cities they were 
from. The information I gave them, as to their cities, 
the chief produce of each place, and other things of 
interest in and around their cities, seemed to surprise, 


‘please, and made them feel quite at home even with 


a “foreign devil.” There were times when I could 
hear nothing but a din of noise, caused by some dozen 
putting all sorts of questions to me—my country, how 
I travelled, what I ate, how much did it cost me for 
food? These were the themes they questioned me 
upon. Sometimes it was my clothes; from head to 
foot. these men, many of whom had never seen such 
a curiosity, would examine hands, hair, coat, collar, 
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cuffs, boots, indeed everything they could see about 
me. It is by enduring this we are able to interest 
them in our books. After my examiners had satisfied 
themselves, I endeavored to dispose of my Gospels. 
In one place where for some long time they had kept 
me busy answering their questions, I disposed of 
forty Gospels. Many bought them out of curiosity ; 
some, having asked questions about the books, pur- 
chased a set of fine books, with the determination, 
they told me, of examining their contents. I was 
sometimes asked the meaning of the term ‘‘ Ye-su” 
(Jesus); at such times I was able to put the gospel of 
the grace of God before them in such a way as would 
be intelligible to them. From none of the military 
men did I experience anything but respect and kind- 
ness. 

Besides working among the military students I can- 
vassed this northern part of the city. The canvass 
here was very discouraging; all I heard was abuse. 
Especially was it so in the Tartar city ; every corner 
I turned I had a volley of abuse; the lads seemed to 
delight to race each other and wait for me at the 
next corner and salute me with the cry, “Foreign 
devil!” ‘“ Red-haired devil!” 

My work on the whole was most encouraging. 
During the canvass of the city and work among the 
military graduates, I disposed of nearly 2,500 Gospels, 
while one of my native helpers disposed of 825 Gos- 
pels. Fully one-half of these have been carried into 
all parts of this and the adjoining provinces by the 
military men who have since returned to their homes. 
During both times I have been in this city in company 
with one native helper we have disposed of over 
7,000 copies of Scriptures. Forty-four of these were 
donated. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ALABAMA AND FLORIDA.—I regard thé cause as in 
a healthy condition in this field. I believe the mind 
and heart of the church is warming toward the general 
interest and work of the Society. The churches seem 
to be awakening to their responsibility more and 
more. I have many encouraging letters from pastors 
in Florida declaring their purpose in the future more 
fully to co-operate with the Society. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEvADA.—Work of colporteur of 
the California Bible Society: Families visited, 1,533; 
families found destitute, 349; destitute families sup- 
plied, 147; other individuals supplied, 117; ships and 
other sail vessels visited, 26; sailors supplied, 75; 
Roman Catholics supplied, 83; Catholic families re- 
fusing the Bible, 131; Protestants and Jews refusing 
the Bible, 91; individuals refusing the Bible, 129. 
The Scriptures were circulated in eight languages. 
Miles travelled by the colporteur, 105. The col- 
porteur’s report shows that many who do receive the 
word are graciously benefited by it. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The second Sunday 
I held the anniversary of the Pendleton County Bible 
Society, Ky. This is one of our reliable auxiliaries. 
The contribution was an increase over last year. 
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The third Sunday I attended the anniversary of the 
Harrison County Bible Society, Ky. Hon.J.Q.Ward, 
of the Superior Court of the State, delivered the prin- 
cipal address. The meeting was very pleasant and 
profitable. . 

The fourth Sunday I had appointments in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church South, and the First Presby- 
terian Church of the city of Lexington. 


MICHIGAN AND Wisconsin.—Thé severe and ex- 
tensive drouth, both in Michigan and Wisconsin, and 
the destructive fires that accompanied the drought in 
the central and northern portions of each State, de- 
stroying the property’ of the farmer and in a few 
instances sweeping out of existence whole villages 
and doing great injury to the lumber interests, have 
greatly hindered the work and make a demand for 
donations to the destitute which would otherwise 
have been unnecessary. 

The distribution of the word by Colporteur Olmsted 
among the people along the Gogebie Iron Range has 
been remarkable, as the destitution has been alarming. 
In one town of 2,500 inhabitants one family in every 
three and a half were without the Bible, three-fourths 
of whom were supplied by him, saying nothing of the 
vast number of destitute individuals supplied. 


MissourtI.—The Cooper County Bible Society held 
its anniversary in the Presbyterian Church in Boon- 
ville. Three American and two German congrega- 
tions filled the house. The addresses secured good 
attention, especially that of the pastor of the Baptist 
Church. A fair collection was taken. A colporteur 
of the Parent Society canvassed the county in 1879. 

The third Sabbath was passed in Carrollton, Carroll 
County; it was the hottest day of the season, yet the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South was well filled 
and all seemed much interested. The chairman, now 
over seventy, told us his family Bible, printed by our 
Society in 1817, which was greatly prized. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND Wyominc.— During 
the past month I have visited officially eleven aux- 
iliary societies: one in Wyoming Ter., five in Colorado, 
and five in Nebraska. I have been absent twenty- 
eight days and travelled 3,743 miles. - : 

The second Sunday I was with the Red Willow 
County Bible Society. This is one of the frontier 
counties of Nebraska, and one where the Society has 
many true friends. They have done good work and 
are making a good record. Your Superintendent 
preached in the Methodist Church in the morning and 
addressed the Bible society in the same place in the 
afternoon. 

The following Sabbath I was at Central City, Col. 
Here I preached in the Methodist Church in the 
morning and addressed the Gilpin County Bible: So- 
ciety in-the Presbyterian Church in the evening. The 
Presbyterian and Methodist pastors participated. It 


“was a good meeting. 


The following Sunday I was with the Larimer 
County Bible Society, Col., at Fort Collins. The 


annual meeting of this society was held in the Meth- — 


odist Church at Fort Collins, Sunday morning. The 
pastors of the Methodist and Presbytetian churches 
assisted, and the meeting was one to be remembered. 
I have been constantly in the field for the last two 
months, and must be for three months to come. This 


ee 
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rapidly growing community calls for increased activity 
in every line of Christian work. 

NorRTH AND SouTH CAROLINA,—The anniversaries 
attended were those of the Mecklenburg, Rowan, 
Gaston, and Catawba County, N. C., auxiliaries. The 
first three named have moveable anniversaries on 
week days, with basket dinners, and the meetings 
this year were in the country and of a decidedly 
encouraging character. At that of the Mecklenburg 
County Society delegates were present from some 
seventeen churches of the Methodist, Baptist, Presby- 
terian, Associate Reformed Presbyterian, and Re- 
formed Episcopal denominations, and there were 
ministers from all these communions except the last. 
The annual sermon was delivered by the Rev. Wm. 
McManaway, pastor of the Baptist Church in Charlotte, 
and the address by me. At my suggestion the sum 
of ninety dollars was donated to make three Life 
Members of the American Bible Society. The collec- 
tions were much larger than those of last year, and it 
was earnestly resolved still to increase them. 

At the Rowan meeting the plan of work was revised, 
and placed on a basis that promises greater efficiency. 
Steps were taken to have a committee of one in each 
township to see that the cause is presented and col- 
lections taken in all its churches, and generally to 
have the cause explained and supported over all the 
field. 

A new era was also inaugurated in Gaston County. 
The annual sermon before its society was by appoint- 
ment delivered by myself, and it was my pleasure 
to assist in measures designed to start the society 
on a more prosperous career. The sum of thirty 
dollars was donated to make the faithful secretary, 
long a servant of the auxiliary, a Life Member of 
the American Bible Society. 


OHIO AND EASTERN INDIANA.—My report shows 
more travel and less correspondence and office work 
than usual. I attended four anniversaries of auxil- 
iaries: Clark, Ind.,and Fayette County, of Washington 
C. H., on the Sabbath. Adams County and Portage 
County Societies, Ohio, held their meetings on week 
days. The former was held in Eakmansville on the 
toth, with a fair representation from various parts 
of the county. Earnest resolutions were adopted 


promising collections from the churches and Sunday . 


schools of the county. The latter was held on the 
26th at Ravenna. A resolution was adopted favoring 
completing the canvass of the county. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY.—The first 
Sabbath of the month found me at Pendleton, in 
Umatilla County, Oregon. On Sabbath morning, the 
1st, laddressed a union meeting at the Baptist Church 
in Pendleton. The pastors of the Congregational and 
Methodist Churches were present and took part in the 
services. The town of Pendleton was canvassed by 
volunteer agents during the year and the destitute 
supplied. 

. Sabbath, the 8th, I preached morning and evening 
at the Methodist Episcopal Church in Astoria. The 
Clatsop County Bible Society, centering at Astina, 
occupies an important mission field, and is doing a 
noble work in circulating the Scriptures among the 


fishermen, sailors, and others. 
Three canvassing agents report for the month as” 
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follows: Miles travelled, 1,285; families visited, 94935 
families found destitute, 82; supplied, 70; destitute 
persons supplied in addition, 128; value of books 
sold, $129 85; value of books donated, $12 70; 
amount collected for Bible cause, $18 81; time em- 
ployed, 60% days. 


TEXAS.—My labors this month were mostly in the 
northeastern part of the State, where the drouth has 
not been so severe. I visited in seven counties: 
Bowie, Fannin, Hopkins, Hunt, McLennan, Red 
River, and Wood. I attended the anniversaries of 
two auxiliaries, Fannin and Hopkins Counties, and 
arranged for the canvass of Hunt County. 

The sales at the depositories visited are but little 
over half what they were last year. Not only the 
financial condition, but the sanitary condition of the 
State, also, has been seriously affected by the pro- 
tracted and widespread drouth and heat. And now 
as the much desired rains begin to come, violent 
storms attend them in many cases, by which there is 
great destruction of life and property. 

On the 20th a terrible tornado swept over a belt of 
country about too miles wide along the Gulf coast, 
doing very great damage. Indianola, a county town 
of about 1,000 inhabitants, was overflowed by the 
waters from the Gulf and destroyed. Among the 
many persons lost were Capt. Isaac A. Reed and Dr. 
David Lewis, officers of our auxiliary there. They 
with the depository of Bibles were carried away by 
the resistless waves. 

Notwithstanding the condition of the country, the 
reports from ten colporteurs this month are quite 
encouraging. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE TORN BIBLE. 


Upon the open, airy veranda of an Indian bungalow, 
in the early morning, is sitting a missionary’s wife 
with her two children. The elder child is a bright 
boy of five, the other.a gentle little maiden who has 
not yet seen the second anniversary of her birthday. 
The mother is just now busy reading from a Telugu _ 
Bible, while every now and then she consults her 
English version, which she has also at hand, not feel- 
ing satisfied with her own interpretation of the Telugu, 
which is yet almost a new tongue to her. Presently 
some duty calls her within, and not having finished 
her daily portion, she lays both books upon a low 
teapoy by her side and passes into the house. 

Scarcely has she entered the open door, when Nita 
is seized by a desire to know what has been interest- 
ing mamma all this time, while she and Bertie have 
been quietly playing, and whether there are pretty | 
pictures in mamma’s books. So, grasping the books 
in her soft, dimpled hands, the baby sits down upon 
the veranda floor, and, opening one of them, begins 
turning the leaves to find the pictures. In her pretty 
eagerness she does not turn the leaves as gently as 
she should, and soon a loosened leaf, falling from 
between the fairy fingers, is caught up by the breeze 
and carried away, just as mamma’s returning foot- 
steps are heard. ; 
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“Oh, mamma,” cries Bertie, “see! Nita has torn 
your book.”’ 

“Why, Nita, you naughty, naughty child,” hastily 
and rather sharply speaks the usually gentle mother, 
“mamma shall surely have to » But catching 
sight of the frightened look and tear-filled eyes of 
her baby, the mother catches back the remainder ‘of 
the hasty words she would have uttered, and her 
face flushes, her heart misgives her, as she recalls the 
almost angry feelings with which her breast was filled 
as she began to chide the little Nita. Stooping, she 
kissed the quivering rosebud mouth, saying in a 
changed and very gentle voice: ‘‘Mamma’s little Nita 
didn’t know, did she? But darling must not touch 
mamma’s books without leave.” 

Turning to a lady acquaintance who had followed 
her out upon the veranda, she said, in an apologetic 
tone, with flushing face and filling eyes: “I am very 
sorry that I was so hasty and so nearly angry ; but if 
an excuse may be offered, it is always annoying to 
have one’s books injured, and it has always seemed 
to me almost, if not quite, a sin to tear a Bible.”’ 

“Well,” said the lady, with a light laugh, “this is 
certainly ‘much ado about nothing.’ What are a 
few hasty words ; and to such a baby, too? I really 
believe there are tears in your eyes, and that you are 
ready to apologize to that child for having hurt her 
feelings, instead of slapping her fingers for meddling 
with and tearing your book, as almost any mother 
might do under the circumstances. Do you suppose 
that little thing will remember an hour after this 
that you have been angry with her at all?” 

“Tt may be not,” the mother replied ; “ but I shall 
remember it, and there is another in whose pure sight 
every angry thought, every hasty word, every wound- 
bearing glance, is hateful. Will He not remember it, 
think you ?” 

“Oh, forbear ; if you are going to preach, I shall 
retire precipitately,” replied the careless friend, and 
immediately withdrew. But as her seat was by an 
open window, she was still within sound of the 
mother’s and children’s voices. 

Bertie, who had been standing thoughtfully by, 
now spoke: 

“Mamma, do you think God is very angry with 
little sister for tearing a leaf from his holy word ?” 

“No, my son; I cannot think that he is.” 

“Well, I am glad, for I surely thought that God 
must be very angry when you spoke so to Nita, and 
the tears stood in your eyes.” And he gave a sigh of 
relief. 

““Come, dear, we will see ; maybe mamma can fas- 
ten the leaf, and then the book will be quite good 
again.” 

‘‘Oh, mamma, the leaf has blown quite away; I 
tried to catch it, but the wind took it right over the 
compound wall, and you know you have told me 
ever so many times that I should never go beyond 
the gate.” 

“Yes, my dear boy, and I am glad that you have 
remembered to obey so well. But what leaf has 
been taken away? We will see. Ah! here is the 
place, I see; it is the third chapter of the Gospel of 
John, with a few verses of the latter part of the sec- 
ond chapter. There is the whole gospel truth on 
that leaf that is blown, no one knows whither, and 
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—who knows ?—it may fall into the hands of some one 
who can read Telugu, and be a blessing to him,” she 
says, musingly, half forgetful of Bertie, who is stand- 
ing quietly by. 

The lady, who was still sitting within by the win- 
dow, heard every word spoken by the mother and 
son, and, with a half-dissatisfied sigh, said to herself: 
“Mrs. E—— is the queerest person I eversaw. Now 
there that midget Nita has alreally forgotten her 
griefs and is playing with her dolls, while her mother 
is still fretting over those few light words, and speak- 
ing about that leaf as though it were a precious 
jewel or a purse of gold that had been lost. Heigho! 
I believe I’ll get my Bible, if I can find it anywhere, 
and see what there is that is so wonderful in the third 
chapter of John that may prove such a blessing to 
him that reads.” And, rising, she went slowly in 
search of her neglected Bible. Let us hope that she 
found it; that she read the chapter referred to, not 
only once and carelessly but often and thoughtfully, 
until she found the jewel which she knew not of, as 
possessing the Pearl of Great Price. 

We will now follow the leaf as the wind carried it 
away. Tossed over the compound wall, it went 
whirling down the road, attracting the attention of a 
group-of naked Hindu children who were playing in 
the sand by the roadside. 

‘“We will catch it,’ they cried; and, scampering 
away, laughing and screaming, the largest of the 
group was just about to seize it, when, whiff! came 
the wind and, catching the fluttering leaf, carried it 
high out of the child’s reach and away over the low 
roofs of the native houses, until it fell ignominiously 
upon a heap of rubbish in an adjacent alley. A poor 
widow, who was carefully searching for any and 
everything of a combustible nature by which to make 
a fire to cook the family’s daily rice, now saw the 
luckless leaf, and was just about to gather it into her 
basket when again a puff of wind took it up, and 
this time, as though with more care, it gently fell at 
the feet of a young Hindu student, who, seeing that 
it was in his own language, picked it up and began to 
read. At first the words seemed to have but little or 
no meaning to him, for his thoughts had been some- 
what disturbed ; but, reaching the words, “ For God 
so loved_the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life,’ his attention was 
riveted. He read it again and again. 

‘*Oh, how beautiful!” he cried. ‘This must be a 
part of the Englishman’s sacred book. This must 
be a leaf from the Christian’s Bible.” And although 
fascinated he almost trembled with fear lest some of 
his bigoted heathen relatives should see him so eager- 
ly perusing this bit of God’s word. Hastily thrusting 
it between the leaves of his book, he went on to 
school, for he was studying Sanscrit, with the hope 
of becoming a priest. Try as he might to stifle them, 
all through the day those beautiful words kept ring- 
ing in his~ears. Day after day he read the words of 


the whole chapter, but none so impressed him as 


these two verses. One evening as he was about to 
take his meal, his young wife, coming into the room 


bearing two platters with his rice and curry, was - 


about to withdraw that her lord might partake of the - 


food which she had placed before him, when she 


— 


eee 
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heard him softly repeating these words. She looked 
up startled, for they were familiar to her, having often 
heard them from the missionary lady whén she was 
a little girl and attended the mission school; and 
quickly there flashed through her mind another verse 
which had always been a favorite one of hers. And 
in a clear, brave voice she repeated, “We love him 
because he first loved us.” 

It was now the husband’s turn to be startled. 
“Where did you learn that?” he asked. 

ad learned what you repeated, what I have just 
said, and many others, at the mission school,” replied 
she, timidly. 

“They seem very good,” he added, “and some 
day you may tell me more.” 

After this he often had her repeat verses to him 
that she had learned several years ago in the school, 
and which she always had loved to remember but 
feared to repeat, lest some of the family should over- 
hear her. Now she felt glad that her young husband 
had learned and loved some of the sweet verses; but, 
although she repeated many, none ever seemed quite 
so beautiful to him as those he had first learned from 
his treasured leaf. 

Soon after this he told his wife that he meant to 
serve the Christian’s God—a God who loved those 
who served him, instead of hating and visiting with 
all manner of pestilence and disease those who bowed 
down to Him, as the gods he had been taught to 
serve were said to do; and requiring all manner of 
horrid rites and ceremonies to allay their wrath and 
stay the hand of destruction—those hideous objects 
having four hands and one tye, and features and 
forms writhed and_tortured into all-sorts of disgust- 
ing shapes and expressions, so well described by the 
Psalmist. He would no longer be a slave to those 
practices and superstitions, but was now one who 
was free indeed, having been made free through the 
truth. It was not until he had seen and talked with 
the good missionary that his old mother, who was 
the only other member of his direct household, was 
told of his determination to become a Christian, and 
of his wife’s hope and desire to be baptized with him. 
Her grief, rage, and terror knew no bounds. She 
covered her head with dust, tore her hair, and fairly 
gnashed her teeth in her wrath. Changing her tac- 
tics, she fell at his feet, clasping his knees with her 


withered arms, and besought him not to forsake her. 


in her old age. 

“Oh, my son, my son! the hope of my life, the 
stay of my old age, why will you leave me destitute 
and a beggar, dependent upon strangers and despised 
by friends and relatives, as one whom the gods have 
chosen to afflict ?”’ " 

‘“‘But, mother, I shall not forsake you; I shall be 
very glad to give you a home with me always.” 

“Think you that I at my age will break my caste 
by living in an outcast’s home? If you become a 
Christian, you are no better than a Pariah! No, you 
are no longer my son! I have no child, In my last 
days I am left desolate.” 


But failing to change Veriah’s purpose of becoming — 


a Christian, alike by her threats of the vengeance of 
the gods, or her own suicide, she left his home and. 
became a street mendicant, while he, after receiving 
Christian instruction, became a mission worker, and 
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in his zeal to carry to his own benighted and enslaved 
people the glorious gospel of peace and good-will, of 
love and forgiveness, in whose possession he found so 
much happiness, and lost that terrible fear of death 
which oppressed him like a horrible nightmare when- 
ever India’s dread evil, cholera, stalked abroad, and 
which showed him the first possibility of a happy 
home and loving family here upon earth, and a man- 
sion prepared for him and his beyond the grave, 
within the hallowed presence of an _ ever-loving 
Father, Veriah became a wonderful aid to the mis- 
sionaries. Through his earnest efforts, and the more 
retiring but devoted love and fellowship of his gentle 
wife, so many souls became ‘‘heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ,” that it seemed as if, for every 
word of prayer offered by the penitent mother, and 
every tear shed over her harshness to the little Nita 
and her own impatience, a new soul was gathered 
into the kingdom of God. 

But death had spread his dark wings over the home 
of Rev. E., and little Nita has found a home among 
the angels. The sorrowful mother still keeps her 
torn Bible, and in place of the lost leaf there now 
lies a soft, bright curl; and often, as the mother looks 
upon this tress that once adorned the head of her 
darling child, the tears start afresh and a prayer falls 
from her lips that the missing leaf may have been a 
message of life to some benighted soul. Can any 
one measure the influence of that mother’s tears and 
prayers? Does it not seem as though God heard and 
regarded her supplications? That influence is still 
going on. Even Veriah’s bigoted old mother has 
come to claim the protection of his home and his 
willing support, although she will never break caste 
by eating with him or any of his family, and steadily 
refuses to use any of his water-jars or cooking uten- 
sils; but she has ceased to annoy him with her foolish 
threats and fears, and there may come a time when 
the truths of the religion Veriah so loves shall find a 
lodgment in her hardened heart. 

The circles are still widening from this small peb- 
ble, and will continue to widen until they strike the 
shores of eternity.—Wrs. L. B. Wolf, in The Lutheran 
Observer. 


THE TRANSLATING OF THE GOSPEL. 


Within a cloister of the olden time, 

As slowly swung the bell for even chime, 

The holy Father Bede, whose failing breath 

Gave sure foretoken of his holy death, 

Besought a scribe to write the precious word 
That from his languid lips scarce could be heard. 


“ A chapter yet is wanting, master mine,” 
Up spake the boy, as fast the sacred line 
Of John, the best beloved the saints among, 
Was deftly wrought into the mother tongue. 
“ Then quickly speed!” the dying monk exclaimed, 
Whilst on his face the golden sunset flamed. 


“ Dear master,’ spake the lad in mortal dread 
(For now the noble face was like the dead), 
“The work must rest unfinished, much I fear ; 
There lacketh yet a gingte sentence here.” 
“ Write quickly, boy,’’ was spoken in reply ; 3 
“ Until the work be done I may not die.” : 


“Mig finished,” said the little scribe at last, 
And looked upon the holy man aghast. 
“Yes, all is finished,” the great monk replied ; 
Then crossed his pallid hands and, smiling, died. 
—R. E. Burton. - 
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“You ask me which is the best commentary on the 
Bible? I answer, the Bible; for the several para- 
phrases and translations of it in the polyglot, com- 
pared with the original and with one another, are, in 
my opinion, to an honest, devout, industrious, and 
humble mind infinitely preferable to any commentary 
I ever saw.—from a letter written to John Wesley 
while at Oxford, by his father. 


++ 


To GIVE a man a full knowledge of true morality, 
I should need to send him to no other book than the 
New Testament.—/ohn Locke. 
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New York, OCTOBER 21, 1886. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, October 
7th, 1886, the Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, LL.D., Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by Secretary 
Hunt. 

Grants of books to the value of $6,800 were made 
for distribution, largely through colportage, at home 
and abroad. 

Letters were presented from the Society’s agents in 
foreign lands: from Mr. Prince, of St. Petersburg; 
the Rev. Dr. Blodget, of Peking; Dr. Trumbull, of 
Valparaiso; and the Rev. J. Dardier, of Switzerland. 

Report was made concerning interesting anniver- 
sary meetings held in New Hampshire and elsewhere, 
in which Secretaries of this Society participated. 

Two societies in Nebraska were recognized as 
auxiliaries, and one in each of the States of Arkansas 
and Kansas. 

The receipts in September were $18,077 93; issues 
from the Bible House during the same month, 82,276 
volumes. 

Total receipts since April rst, $221,564 04; issues 
from the Bible House since April rst, 500,854 volumes. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, October, 1886. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 


Gurdon B. 8., Ark., William Seehorn, Gurdon. 

Linn Co. B. §., Kan., Mrs. Millie Adams, Mound City. 
Riverton B. 8., Neb., James T. Young, Riverton. 
Scribner and Vic., Neb., Martin Conley, Scribner. 
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Deceased Members. 


Rey. P. A. Studdiford, D.D., Lambertville, N. J. 
Rev. Wm. P. Gray, Elgin, Il. 

Alexander M. Bruen, M.D., New York. 

Kate W. Israell, New York. 

Rey. John A. Van Doren, East Millstone, N. J. 
Rev. John J. Thompson, Topeka, Ks. 

Rev. H. M. Joy, D.D., Greencastle, Ind. 

Mrs. William E. Thorne, Stillwater, Minn. 

Mrs. Jane T. Schenck, North Branch, N. J. 
Rey. A. B. McCorkle, Talladega, Ala. 

Mrs. Elma M. Sanborn, Albion, N. Y. 

Rev. Horton G. Miller, A.M., Smith Centre, Ks. 
Seabury 8. Gould, Seneca Falls, N. Y. 

Rev. Noah §. De Witt, Danby, N. Y. 

Rey. Alfred A. Whitmore, Anita, Iowa. 

Rey. Abel Barker, Wyoming, Pa. 

Mrs. Chloe Harris, Chatham, N. Y. 

Rey. Andrew Cochran, Oneida Castle, N. Y. 
Rey. Austin Putnam, Whitneyville, Ct. 

Mrs. Elbert Nevius, Stuyvesant, N. Y. 


Summary of District Superintendents Reporis for 
the month of August, 1886. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 15 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited...........s22.-.-. 106 
Anniversaries. attendGa iris.) sv. siccaclelsieee cis scie ssisistee 48 
New Societies and Committees formed............... 6 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 144 
Letters sent s.scsyas cocessws ocrune Seco aels aalelosiestateeareowe 1,767 
Miles travelled on official duty.............-..-....00 21,203 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,662 66 


Summary of Bible Distribution in August, by 80 
Colporteurs and 21 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 

Days of service............ Orca troy eee 1,557 513 
Miles travelled.............-.---- (Gos eee nae 20,051 6,275 
Families visited by them..-...........6.5.5.+ 21,204 9,180 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,590 1,164 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 2,014 835 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,198 450 
Number of books sold..............se02s00-- 8,469 1,570 
Value of books sold.............. sd acter eee $3,325 67 $698 25 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,083 725 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $537 76 $161 92 
Contributions received.....................- $355 21 $742 25 


Summary of 48 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in September, 1886. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months................ $1,662 13 
Receipts from collections and donations. ............ 889 33 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 1,441 14 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account... 339 44 
Expended on their own fields................ pte hes oe nee 
Value of books donated......... seaecesiek PE Since scien oi 197 85 
Value of stock on hand at date.......... pits atelate one ad «- 8,215 26 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 9 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 9 
Families visited by them........... saeebe sweets ceetioe 990 
Wamilios: £0und, GOSmHEULS. snconee 0ce. Sacciseewoducncee 129 
Destitute families supplied............ eee Tati eee eo: 112 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ ee 


Sabbath and other schools supplied....... 


eee eee e ene 


RECEIPTS IN SEPTE ! Collections at Hardwick’s Creck, Ky. $485 Johnson, Mrs. Oren, Plainfield, N. J. $10 00 
MBER, 1886, Delvean, Mrs. Alvian, Washington, Lyon, Eliza W., Schenectady, N. Yt 30 00 
— IM One vencene aisiaginisieeeeliie’s cupintyssiacietetele 1000 Murray, Alexander, Madrid, N.Y.... 20 00 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. tng Dr. J. H. A. (dec’d), Berne, ai Moore, Frank L., Chatham, N.J..... 80 00. 
a Leesan erate Kote vaees BOO Pedro, Joseph H., New York......... 100 

A Friend, Manchaca, Texas.......... $1.00 Green, Miss, Green Hill, Worcester, . Perry, George BS Colorado Springs. is 
Washington, Pasi. 600 MAB cccssscsssccsseesccstersneee, 8000. GOL ” 80 00 
pind necsarh ere a Social Circle,Ga. 8000 Honeyman, W. E., Plainfield, N. J... 500 Tyndale Monument Fund, New York "25-00 
ae te o aork seen eseeeeensaeeees 1 as baie ide Miss Alice, Sioux Falls, Towles, Mrs. M. A., Raleigh, N.C.... 1 00 
Sept nopoons-Uabudbnceon Bre. sem mentinn since oesabeteeciee tee 500 Wilson, Rev. James§., Lancaster, K ~ 100 

Collections through Dist. Supt. Rev. Hiarieo  -Whiting ‘ de 

ong a tieeatr teemtebeae baie 4% ie en z ; ae ne a hee S45 ting, Mrs. L., Mitchell, Dak...... 109 
Collections at Brookhaven, Miss..... 4305  Hartsough, L., Sioux Falls, Dak...... 8 00 : $596 40° 


/ 
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LEGACIES. 
Burritt, Wilson, late of Stratford, Ct. 
Case, Richard. late of Canton, Ct.... 
Hamilton, Rachel R., late of Hanging 


Thompson, Mary, late of Pittsburgh, 
Taylor, Elisha, late of Cleveland, O.. 
White, Michael, late of Monongalia 

OG Wiis WA see caws Wace ae ee « wknwenel 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ALABAMA, 
Springville, Meth. Ep. Ch. south 
Atala, Ms 


Brewston, a “ “4 
Stevenson, - - = 
Elyion, i Me se Shae 


ARKANSAS. 
Lonoke and Pulaski Co’s, M. E.Ch’s.. 
Fayetteville, Cumberland Pres. Ch.... 
OK PTO. CB ove srstaigtal Wwe a's 
Russeliville, Christian Ch.............. 
Dardanelle, Pres. and Meth. Church 
WOMSSHONS.. i. 0. .cScee ees Nciveaeaeee 


CONNECTICUT. 
New London, First Cong. Ch.......... 


IOWA. | 
St. Louis German Conf., M. E. Ch.... 


ILLINOIS. 
Kewanee, Primitive Meth. Ch......... 
Elm Tree Charge, Meth. Ep. Ch...... 
Illinois Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.... 
N. W. Swedish Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch... 


INDIANA. 
Central German Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. 
N. W. Indiana Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch... 
Indiana Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch... 


KENTUCKY. 
Kentucky Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. South 
Kentucky Conf., M.E.Ch.in Amcrica 
Louisville Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.South 


MASSACHUSETTS, 
Newton Centre, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 


MICHIGAN. 
Bellevue, Meth. Ep. Ch...............06 


MINNESOTA. 
St. Paul, Jackson Street Meth. Ep.Ch. 
Cannon Falls, Swedish Ch............ 
Gary, Meth. Ep. CB... ......:...see0ee0 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Vicksburg, Union Meeting at........ ‘ 


MISSOURI. 
Carrollton, Churches Of.............++ 


NEW JERSEY. ~ 
Mechanicsville, Meth. Ep. Ch..... eee 


NEW YORK. 
Geneva, First Pres. Ch.............006 
Bay Shore, Meth. Ep. Ch.........ss00- 
Troy, Levings Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 


NEBRASKA. 
Steele City, Cong. Ch...-........- Foo ic 
Weber, United Pres. Ch..... Boey omndee . 
Marietta, Pres. Ch., 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


eee eeeeeene tee tee ee 


West Lebanon, Cong. Ch. and Society 


: OHIO. 

New Athens, Meth. Ep. Ch........ Baisere 
OREGON. 

Puget Sound, Meth. Ep. Ch... 


see eens 


Oregon Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.... 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Erie Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch....... 


$40 40 
1,051 00 


1,000 00 


62 59 


5 00 


11.90 


88 20. 


201 53 


$976 09 
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AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM 
300KS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 
Tra La Baron, Brockway Centre,Mich. $5 00 
Pleasant Unity Church, Rome, Ks.... 1 00 
Rev. Wm. Tuess, McCook, Neb....... 4 80 
Rey. E. E. Schuette, Mankato, Minn, 6 20 
Rey. J. H. Cooper, Seneca, Fla....... A 00 
#21 00 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 
Auvergne Bible Com., Ark.. $4 80 
AIPany OO, INs Eeccwvoticesics 198 80 
Adams Co., Ind........0.ee0s 25 00 
BIGDEM Gs i oi00sis esha rene inrers 200 00 
Bereon COMIN edisdes ay vse ciate’ 181 10 
Bon Homme Co., Dak....... 41% 
Brecker CO. Boynivcscseceese 11 81 
Becker Co., Minn............ 20 00 
WIRY COG Wa Rocwccate cvdvecs 19 03 
Catawba Co., N.C........ Ries 14 70 
Cumberland Co., Ky......... 35 15 
CHOW OO BCR esis otis sareicewere 5 00 26 02 
Giay Can aNep.s.csneesscdescs 27 35 
Clear Creek Co., Col......... 46 50 
Calloway Co., Ky.....<.%... 18 00 
Conecuh Co.,, Ala. 5... wes 21 70 
Cedarville, Ohio.............. 210 00 
ORTCA POS Te ccasetee nano can ae 187 61 
Chemung Co., N.Y.......... 164 89 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, O. 150 00 
Dutchess Co. Female, N. Y.. 198 92 
Dardanelle & Vicinity, Ark. $1 68 
Dod evillel Wi8..6 000.60 anes 18 70 
Delaware Co., N. Y.......... 58 48 
Enfield Township, Il........ 50 00 
PEMINE COG BGiccic cece sees 95 00 
Franklin Co., Mo............. 10 00 
Fannin Co., Texas........... 19 85 
MANGON, MICH ee ccic.c.0sicic'ss occ 84 85 
Fayette Co., Dlic.igi 056... 25 00 
Fulton & Hamilton Co., N.Y. 106 08 
Gaston Cos Ness ccrnssas une 80 00 
Grayson Co., Ky...........0 36 10 
GipinGo., COlciecc cee scce.e 83 03 
Gasconade Co., Mo.......... 90 00 
AFUTAOR MAT cr piracsa nessa use 26 95 
Green Co., WiS.errs 5... .s008 2 %8 
Goodhue Co., Minn.......... 42 00 
Gibson Coy Und ee Fiies.sisss: 46 53 
Hunterdon Co., N. J......... 80 00 
Prope; Awesome sprit ecisie-ele's 8 00 
Hennepin Co., Minn. 19 84 
Hartselle, Ala........ Ze 58 00 
Hopkins Co., Texas.......... 25 40 
Indianapolis Female, Ind... 37 95 
Indiana Bible Association of 
Friends, Tad so 4.5 .kncscoue 65 
Jefferson Co., Col.. 8 45 
Jefferson Co., Ala.... Scr 8 85 
Kent Co., Mich........ alo kieis’s 40 00 
Kankakee Co.,Tll...... Piiecise 5 00 
Lancaster Co., Texas Rene 20 6 
Tineoin. Co. N.C. cc scdesce. 5 14 10 
Lincoln Co., Neb.........006s 8 50 
Lake Co., Dak... 10 58 
Longmont, Col.. a5 45. 53 
Larimer Co., Col............. 81 1 48 11 
Long Creek Welsh, Iowa... 6 85 
Laramie City, Wyo. Ter..... 5 00 
Livingston, Il..... ae , 14 72 
Mecklenburg Co., N. 90 00 
Muhlenburg Co., Ky... 189 15 
Morrillton, ArkK...........+06 380 90 
Mason Co., Mich..... 20 50 
Manistee Co., Mich. 5 59 52 
Moody Co., Dak..... SSEEM Sioscts 82 00 
Muscatine Co., lowa........+ 24 00 
Montgomery Co., N.Y... 60 00 
Montgomery Co., Ill.... 15 00 
Marshall Co., Ill...... 25 00 
Massachusetts.... 400 00 
Monroe Co., Ind.. 4 05 
Monroe Co., Miss. 152 50 
MAG. s.ceicarvaee 500 00 
New York....... 10 00 k 
Nobles Coy MMB sss ssssees 2300 18 50 
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Credited Credited 
as Donation. on A ry 
New Castle & Vicinity, Ky.. 
Owen COniKy sansa deaorey 
Outagamie Co., Wis......... 
OVGLOWM Feisiscavculeatdeeerenetee 
Ontario Co., N.Y 6) 00 
Pendleton Co., Ky... Ac 44 78 
Peoria COs ila ccawecncee aes 5 00 
Perry Cog Tilissaccuisectane 17 00 
POCUIB COs MM Onencnts anaen ent 14 00 
Pipestone Co., Minn......... 10 84 
Plattsville, Ala.....cccsecses 38 50 
Piqua Female, Ohio......... 80 00 
Rowan Co., N.C.. eater’ 3 28 
Red Willow Co., Neb ogaoor! 4 63 
IROWMCS. "GWoacaccccniiaddas ace 25 00 
ROCK CO; MANN. cee eeeee. 12 62 
RIGS OO. BR Beaieciniesiscewieienidta''n 71 00 
Saunders Co., Neby...cscucs. 65 55 
Sutton and Vicinity, Neb.... 14 88 
Bti owls; Mo.tivsciescnasscins 100 00 
Sumber Coy laseecee wevese 410 
BUBSER' COW, Ned icisctessincizecs 80 00 400 00 
Sheffield Union, Mass....... 18 65 
Sanborn Co., Dak............ 17 83 
Sangamon Co,, Ill........... 19 10 
Talladega Co., Ala.....c025.% 17 40 
PUTNEIC Or Acs sccnexnescs 10 00 
Union Co., Dak... ss..sece ess 170 
Union B. 8. (Lee Co.), Miss. 24 80 
Viren). cnny mceraeete step 100 00 
Wayne Oo. MICH. jae ccs.crclasic 119 70 
Waxhaw and Shiloh, §. C.... 18 00 8 00 
Washington Co., Ark....... 6 65 
Washington Co., N. Y....... 126 06 
Wabash Co., Ind........«.+ 80 00 
Woodford Co. Tlic. e005 19 92 
Washington Co., Iowa...... 60 00 
West Salem, Ill.............. 11 88 
WE-COn TR vac,caiaes asin ute 50 00 
Wanasi Co.,. UW ss. cicveac de ebe 66 72 
Webster Co., lowa........... 1 40 
White Co., Lik ac cssce.asepes 45 1 
Waco & McLennan Co., Tex. 64 27 
Watonwan Co., Minn........ 2 25 89 47 
Winnebago, Texas........... 18 00 
Yutan and Vicinity, Neb.... 22 81 
Yankton Co., Dak........... 22 84 88 25 
$1,067 40 6,815 09 


OTHER SOURCES, FOR SALES. 


Cuba Agency, Cuba. ... secu... sce. sees 48 98 
Kansas Central Agency, KS.......... 24 24 
Rev. W. B. Rankin, Dist. Supt., Texas 418 
Rev. W. H. Vernor, Dist. Supt, Ark.. 80 95 
$108 30 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Interest : 
Rachel R. Hamilton Per- 
petual Trust.............. 80 60 
Wm. Sheerer Fund.. : 700 00 
C. H. Shipman Fund.. 175 00 
Geo. Earnest, Jr., arenes ae 9 97 
914 97 
Retail Sales. «2430 .0cceseeiees Caiienrda 2,088 93 
Sales by Colporteurs....... Pantene siaisks T 65 
Trade Sales........ soooe 


Record Subscriptions 
rentals. fess. cisca cscs ace sion napa ts 
SURGTIES... cess Re oda mache Guascand 


$6,269 06 


SUMMARY. 


For General Purposes......... uaethoey 
Legacies....... wciatee Asai Ce ateea Anika os 
Church Collections........ ba Biesaelaiais leit 
Avails of Sales by those to whom 
_ Books have been given........ qeeette 
Auxiliary Ljinst tare Mi Donations... 

on Account.... 
Other aeaincte for Sales... .asecwenee 
Miscellaneous.........seeeeeseer 


$596 40 
2,724 59 
976 09 


21 00 
1,067 40 
6,315 09 
108 80 
6,269 06 


Total Receipts...........+0+ee«+ $18,077 98 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D............+-- President. 


REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ | conrestiontaeny 


REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D......-- ( “coonotaries 
REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, Did. ccd so | Secretaries. 

WEE GAD NO WRB ia teroie scl siptciersieietersicisivioleteieisivie'els Treasurer. 
CATEB TRO Wiscnccedeaintselineatsiene ste General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘‘The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.’’ , 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on comméssion, but as a special 
énducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices és 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida......%....... Rey. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
BARI ING HONee aha stACh ae cle Asics ad otc Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark, 
California & Nevada............ Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
Georgia........ Vseteeeeseeseeeese. REV. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Fort Valley, Geo. 
Illinois & Western Indiana...... Rey. E. G. Smrru, 
Morrison, Whiteside Co., Il. 
Bui B=) 0 pe ae Ne cists aoahatd Rey. W. J. Viaus, 
Wabash, Indiana. 
DG deer elas ees eclsig sis Badscnsne Rey. JoHN Hoop, 
j Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
SOTISA YS cise cue eee ie Rey. 8S. D. Storrs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee...... ...Rey. GzO. 8S. SAVAGE, M.D., 
Covington, Ky. 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. Map, 
Appleton, Wes, 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. Joun Hinton, 
Laribault, Rice Co., Minn. 
TIE LO) Ut ES ee I PR ....Rev. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
St. Louis, Mo, 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- meer Guo. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
MIU ial ls\siare aieevelatejeretaiere otros te He Blair, Neb. 


North & South Carolina........Rev. C. H. WILEY, D.D., 


Winston, Forsyth Oo., N. C, 


Ohio & Hastern Indiana.........Rev. E. 8. GILLETTE, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
Oregon & Wash. Ter..,.........Rev. P. 0. HETZLER, © ‘ 
. Salem, Oregon, 
Dexgs to. -oi ei ains Heads usees ROW WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas, 
srrrseeeeeess. Rev. THOMAS Corton, 
Triadelphia, W. Va. 


West Virginia..... 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, ‘N. Y.y 


BIBLE SociETY RECORD. 


Volume 31. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that zt will place tts sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with tt. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. : : 

The descriptions of books granted..The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auziliary Soci-— 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unabie to do this, application should be made to, this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. ~ =S 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 


Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. ~2 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 


be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. ~ 


> 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1886, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his cee <i 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed > 
annually. On the same condition a-copy will be sent to pas- 
be c churches contributing directly to the funds of the 

ociety. a e 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the pres 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at 
club rates; but the money should in all cases accom 
the order, >: : fa NG 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails ~ 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact by 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 


aid 


AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIR) MATTER, 


